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behind the scenes

COLORWAYS Palette of clean,
ormsp white o showcase anisgee
hand-hesen beams

KEY ACCEMNTS Nautical touches
snchding cleats, rope and shiny
mital bghiing fixtures

FURMNISHINGS Well-ioved finds
froem junk shops and garage sales

TRADEMARE Old reclasmed
temibers. that form the home's
strucivine
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Mew éonstructbon doesn't spring
instanthe 1o mind when looking at
Sue and Bick Williams's coqage
on Keuka Lake in Mew York's
Finger Lakes reglon, Varied roof
lines and o mis of materale, From
local hedd=tone 1o rishic oedar
'|'-.'-|'-.'|1 'r.|1|1r|l;:-., Benad thee lospk of an
alder hoame akered ower the s
rathser than one buali thas CEnury
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posis and beams wath hand-lesm
surfaces take you back in tane (o
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arcund 178(0=1800, when bams
in upstate Mew York werne byl
from local oak, beech and hickony
trecs. Also by design, this is the
maagic of building a new home
with old reclaimed wood and the
ancient an of timber framing,

Sue and Rick were inspined by

a ski house built by frends.

“lt was rustic and jrl1r|l:>|i||:,'_
looking from the ounside, lke a
barn, but beauiful inside, with
timiber framing,” recalls Sue. So
they hired the same firm, MNew
|:1:||.'|::_.;"1.' Works, a custom timbser-

frame desagivbuald companmy. The
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i Thwiimvnj.- close 1o tie
. making the view from the

ving roam magnificent,

you're in a little

e water,” 1ays Sue.







3 .

A close look at the ofd beams roveals hand-hewn markings, signd of a time when kegs became timbers Dy hand, not by

L5

machine, Rick built tho stair railing wsing the sides of old |adders. & baam makes a creatiye and pracigal beoolcshlf
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Cloaed-cdoor cubbies in the loft under the eaves ramsform othensise
wiasted space into o Uy, clean-lined storage area

108 COTTAGES & CABENG

Willinmses served as thelr own general
contractors, laving floonng, roughing
in electrical angd sou Teing sk O

thie materiaks When huge cedar logs
started armving from Morh Carohinea
for the pa,wn']'. :'.|:I|.|1:;, =The L'FS man
was 50 flabbergasted,” savs Sue,

Mo nuts or bolis are used 10 mber
froming, [astesd, mortse-and -tenoin
Joints and pegs hold huge beams
and posts together, “You're actually
liviing with the strocture of the home
cxposed.” explains Jennifer Young,
murketing manager ot New Enengy
Whorks. “Expressing the structure is an
artfarm.” As o result. the Willianses
decorated the cottage with a clean
white color palere, 1o better admine
the old timbers visible in each room
Crisp mautical accenis, inclsding metal
lighting fixtures and a onigue stair
banister made of rope and cleas, are a
niesd 1 the Lakefront locale,
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& simple white paletie keeps the
focus on antique timbers that woar

to the ceiling, Found at & junk A i
yard, the headboard wiars once . LA \\
gingerbread trim on a porch R
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Im the kitchen, & plete of planed barmsood became a decorative wall shelf tF

Rope twines its way between a peg-vudded
wrood radling and cleats on the stair. To
adapt the look for an open aircase, instsll
cheats on expodsed stairs and then install &
simple wood railing and line it with eye
hepols. throwgh which the rope can be
threaded, Starting at the bottom, tie rope
tex ye ool and pall it down 1o underide
of right side of cleat. Weave over tog in

a figure-eight pattern and then pull rope
araund bottom to left side of cleat and then
strakgiht up to next cup hook (refer to inset
phato), Continue until railing s completed,
keaping rope taut but not forcing railing to
tsend, Tie off and trim rope end

Menal chaats
Rald thie rope
| PlBEE 1o
Fedp freate

& e
bBanisber with
& disEinctly
navutbcal feel

il distinguishes the eating nook from the rest of the tpace.
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In a iimber-frame home. the walls
don't hold up the second floos
allowing for a flexible floor plan. The
bedinsorm wperairs i a boft open 1o the
spaces below: open areas for cooking,
cating arkd laimg that (Lo bk e
another and then spill oue Gt a
screcmicd porch and deck an either end
The cottape i o modest B50 s ire
feet: close to the water s edge, ol ollers

spectac ular lake views,

Timber framimg specehcally appealed
o See and Bck for the OppOaTTIELY
o use and showease sabiaged wood
that brims with chinracter. “We ke
cvervthing antique,” savs Sue, Thess
beams were onginally hand-hown
i the days before machines made
quick work of the sk, "Somecne in
the ald days literally took a chisel” to
the woosd, marvels Sue. The result is
a rich patina that new wood cannos
rival. Additionally, cracks have passed
the test of tme; they are siable. Says
Young: <1 vou build a timber frame,
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